
e) IAAC Projects: 

IAAC/OEA ς from June 1, 2010 to June 31, 
2011 ς last year that Cgcre/Inmetro will be the 
coordinator country ς funds have already been 
approved.  

PTB ς activities in progress. PTB has informed 
that still does not have confirmation from the 
German government about funds, but is on 
negotiations. 

f) IAAC Assemblies: 

The program for the IAAC Assembly on Au-
gust 20 ς 27, 2010 has been approved. 

The IAAC Assembly of 2011 will be held in 
Equador, in Quito, from 20 to 26 August. 

The Executive Committee meeting will be 
held from 14 to 16 February, 2010, in Wash-
ington, USA. 

The IAAC Assembly of 2012 will be held in 
Colômbia in August. 

g) IAAC Budget ς A cost study will be made re-
garding the issues below, what can affect the 
value of the IAAC annual fee: 

Need for IAAC to start paying for an account-
ant, who used to be ema´s own accountant 
since the beginning of 2010. 

Hiring an assistant to IAAC secretary. 

Work place for the secretary and his assis-
tant. 

Possibility of changing IAAC to another coun-
try. 

On March 23rd and 24th, 2010, the 33rd 
IAAC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE meeting was 
held in Montevideo, Uruguay. Some points 
discussed follow below:  

a) strategic plan (2008-2011) ςa survey on 
the needs of training and other needs of 
IAAC members was suggested . 

b) New signatories ς the following new 
signatories have been approved: 

INN, Chile, for testing and calibration 
laboratories; 

FQS, United States, for testing laborato-
ries 

ECA, Costa Rica, for calibration laborato-
ries 

ema, México, for inspection bodies 
(Note: The arrangement for inspection 
will be signed when IAAC has approved 3 
signatories; ema is the first to be ap-
proved) 

c) Future of IAF and ILAC ς both organiza-
tions remain as they are, but a study will be 
developed on how to improve the coopera-
tion. 

d) World Accreditation Day ς the theme for 
нлмл άƎƭƻōŀƭ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ 
ƛƴǘƻ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ŀǎ άŀŎŜǇǘŀŎƛƽƴ ƎƭƻōŀƭέΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 
asked to include the high resolution poster 
in the IAF and ILAC sites, outside the mem-
bers only area. 
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Prepared by:  Mauricio 
Soares (Chair) and Alex 
Pineda (Vice Chair)  

During the last Multilateral 
Arrangement Committee 
(MLAC) done in Montevideo, 
Uruguay, on March 22nd, 
the MLA Group approved:  

Extend the MLA for ECA, 
Costa Rica for calibration 
laboratories (ISO/IEC 17025).  

Accept FQS, USA , in the 
MLA  for testing laboratories 
(ISO/IEC 17025)  

Accept INN, Chile, in the 
MLA to for testing laborato-
ries (ISO/IEC 17025 and ISO 

15189) and calibration labo-
ratories (ISO/IEC17025).  

Accept EMA, Mexico for the 
future MLA for Inspection 
Bodies (ISO/IEC 17020).  
With this action, IAAC begin 
its process to establish and 
MLA for inspection. EMA is 
the first signatory approved 
for the inspection MLA, 
which will be launch once 
three accreditation bodies 
have been approved. 

Now, thirteen eleven ac-
creditation bodies from ten 
countries from the Americas 
are signatories of the IAAC 
MLAs.  

In the framework of the 

IAAC/PAC MOU, Mr. Shini-
chi Iguchi participated as an 
observer during the MLAC 
meeting in order to know 
the functioning of the Com-
mittee. 

The MLAC is also working on 
the implementation of the 
necessary actions as a result 
of the findings from the 
ILAC/IAF evaluation, in or-
der to extend the IAAC rec-
ognition for product certifi-
cation bodies, Environ-
mental Management Sys-
tem certification bodies and 
maintan the MLA for test-
ing, calibration and QMS. 

 

ensure that the records of 
international PT participa-
tion are kept in the Mem-
bers Only area of the IAAC 
website. A detailed PT 
scheme for mineral testing 
and one for sugar analysis 
were presented, approved 
and submitted to the EC for 
endorsement.  The results of 
two PT programs, IAAC T004 
Wine Testing and the INTI 
OAA IAAC T005 Preservatives 
in non-alcoholic beverages 
by HPLC were presented and 
submitted to the EC. An up-
dated status of IAAC C003 
Type K Thermocouple PT was 
presented. The LSC has re-
viewed the APLAC MOU and 
finds that the document  

covers relevant areas of co-
operation.   The second part 
of the ISO/IEC 17025 exercise 
was presented having been 
approved by the EC.  This 
exercise is underway.    

There was an update pre-
sented of ILAC WG AIC-10, 
Revision of ILAC G19 with 
regards to the accreditation 
of crime scene investigation 
programs in forensic science.  
There was a discussion of 
strengthening the relation-
ship to SIM and an invitation 
will be extended to the SIM 
Technical Committee Chair to 
attend the LSC meeting and 
IAAC General Assembly in 
August. 

The Laboratory Subcommit-
tee met in Montevideo, Uru-
guay on Wednesday, March 
24, 2010 following the MLA 
Group, MLA Committee and 
33rd  Executive Committee  
meetings.  We agreed to 
review and assigned coordi-
nators for the following 
documents: AD 024 
ά[ŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊƛŜǎ {ǳōŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 
Terms of Reference, PR 012 
L!!/έ LƴǘŜǊ [ŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ /ƻƳπ
ǇŀǊƛǎƻƴǎέΣ ŀƴŘ tw лму 
άCƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ L!!/ tǊƻŦƛπ
ŎƛŜƴŎȅ ¢ŜǎǘƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎέΣ 
the latter specifically with 
regard to defraying shipping 
costs of PT artifacts; the 
documents will be balloted. 
The decision was made to 

For further information  

contact at 

masoares@inmetro.gov.br 

or ppineda@oga.org.gt  

mailto:msoares@inmetro.gov.br
mailto:ppineda@oga.org.gt
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Two major projects of the 
Promotions Subcommittee 
were presented to by the 
Executive Committee at the 
M a r c h  m e e t i n g .     

A procedure formally de-
scribing the IAAC logo and 
ƛǘΩǎ ǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
procedure is available on the 
ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜΣ  tw лно άtǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ 
for the use of the IAAC Logo 
and Authority to Speak on 
. Ŝ Ƙ ŀ ƭ Ŧ  ƻ Ŧ  L ! ! / έ Φ  

Members are encouraged to 
use the IAAC logo on their 
website with a description of 
their membership status 
(Ful l ,  Associate,  Stake-
holder). MRA signatories 

should also state the extent 
o f  t h e i r  r e c o g n i t i o n 
(testing, calibration, inspec-
tion, certification).  Uses of 
the logo by speakers and at 
conferences are also de-
scribed. The IAAC Awards 
program was also formally 
established.  Two awards 
will be given by IAAC.    A 
Certificate of Appreciation 
will be given on the basis of 
service to IAAC. The Distin-
guished Service Award will 
be presented to recognize 
individuals who have made 
an outstanding, significant 
contribution to IAAC and is 
limited to two award recipi-

ents each year. Any member 
of IAAC may nominate an 
individual for these awards. 
Nominations will be re-
viewed by an Awards Task-
force, considered by the 
Executive Committee and 
awards presented each year 
at the General Assembly.    

The procedure for nomina-
tions is available on the 
IAAC website in AD-10 ς
IAAC Awards Policy.  Anneke 
Olvera (SCC) did the final 
drafts on both of these new 
procedures with assistance 
from many Subcommittee 
members. 

 

frontier information. Espe-
cially for laboratories there is 
information on EPTIS and 
IAAC sponsored Proficiency 
Tests. 

The most extensive part of 
the website is the Docu-
ments Section.    This section 
includes the Administrative 
and Procedures documents 
for IAAC, Publication, Infor-
mational Documents, the 
Guidance Documents section 
contains over 40 documents 
from ISO, IAF and ILAC   in-
cluding those documents 
that are mandatory for the 
IAAC Certification MLA and 

IAAC Laboratory MLA.    
Many documents are avail-
able in both English and 
Spanish.   The IAAC Library 
contains links to technical 
publications and documents 
from a large number of 
sources. 

The website is maintained by 
the IAAC Secretariat, any 
questions , including requests 
ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άaŜƳōŜǊǎ 
ƻƴƭȅέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŘπ
dressed to the IAAC Secre-
tariat at    

secretariat@iaac.org.mx 

 

The IAAC website 
www.iaac.org.mx  is avail-
able to all members and 
anyone interested in learn-
ing more about IAAC.     

In addition to a list of mem-
bers, including contact in-
formation, announcements 
for future meetings are 
easily assessable.     

The website Frequently 
Asked Questions section 
was recently updated. 
There is information on the 
IAAC MLA as well as the 
IAAC MRA with ILAC and 
the MLA with IAF and con-
tacts are listed for Cross-

We hope you like the new 

format for the Newsletter.   

You may also notice that 

the Newsletter has been 

printed in all three of the 

official IAAC languages!  

Sandra Saraiva (Cgcre/

Inmetro), Nancy Cordoba 

Bonilla (ECA) and Paula 

Prati (OAA) have done a 

great job of translating 

articles and putting these 

Newsletters together! 

mailto:secretariat@iaac.org.mx
http://www.iaac.org.mx


will mark the day, which will 
see major national events and 
press campaigns carried out in 
more than 60 countries. 

Internationally-agreed stan-
dards and accreditation play an 
important role in the support of 
competitive markets and cross-
border trade. This is increas-
ingly important as supply chains 
are ever-extending to new 
overseas markets as businesses 
seek to lower costs or satisfy 
contract terms, whilst maintain-
ing a level of confidence that 
products are technically com-
patible, to 
specification, 
and safe.  
In such com-
plex markets, 
reassurance 
in the meas-
urements, 
tests, inspec-
tions, and 
certification 
performed in 
another juris-
diction is es-
sential. With-
out these 
standards, 
the free ex-
change of 

goods and services would be ham-
pered by technical barriers, 
thereby increasing costs for im-
porters and consumers.  
Global acceptance of accredited 
certificates is a central pillar of 
accreditation as the harmonization 
of assessment requirements and 
processes at a worldwide level, 
provides businesses and regulators 
with confidence that products en-
tering the market conform to 
specification, meet national legal 
and regulatory requirements, and 
will therefore serve to protect pub-
lic interests in general.  

This year marks the 10th anni-
versary of the ILAC Mutual 
Recognition Arrangement 
(MRA) and the 12th anniversary 
of the IAF Multilateral Recogni-
tion Arrangement (MLA). The 
principle aim of these arrange-
ments is as relevant today as it 
was when they were first estab-
lished, and that is to support 
the freedom of world trade by 
eliminating technical barriers to 
trade. The creation of an inter-
national network among ac-
creditation bodies removes the 
need for suppliers to have their 
products or services re-
evaluated in each country they 
enter on a commercial basis. 
The key to the arrangements is 
that the results of accredited 
organisations are recognised as 
equivalent by signatory accredi-
tation bodies. In this way, cer-
tificates issued by accredited 
organisations can therefore be 
accepted throughout the world. 
ΨDƭƻōŀƭ !ŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ 
an apt theme for World Ac-
creditation Day 2010, a world-
wide initiative jointly estab-
lished by the International Ac-
creditation Forum (IAF) and the 
International Laboratory Ac-
creditation Cooperation (ILAC) 
to raise awareness of the im-
portance of accreditation-
related activities. June 9th 2010 

World Accreditation Day  


